Frequently Asked Questions

aout 1 N€ Front Porch

Q: Is there something special about
your coffee?

A: We use mostly fair-trade coffee
(decaf is not). This means that the
workers in the regions where the
coffee is harvested are paid a fair,
living wage.

Q: Are all your foods home cooked
and local?

A: We do our best to get a

consistent 3ow of fresh, locally produced products, and we
prepare our foods Oin houseO as much as our time constraints will
allow. The more volunteers we have, the more food preparation we
can do Oin house.O

If you know of a local producer, please let us know.
If you have time to help prepare food, please volunteer.
Q: What other kind of OministryO do you do here?

 We have a Oprayer postO in the entrance to the facility for prayer
requests and praises

* We have clergy and lay volunteers who can pray with you

» \We provide job training opportunities for young people

¢ \We serve senior lunches every Thursday

¢ We have several small-groups/bible study groups that meet here
¢ We facilitate special events for other community organizations

¢ We have plans to provide a resource center with Christian
literature and a comfortable area to read it (coming this winter)
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FAQ’s what you’ve always wanted to know
e

Q: Isn't this just a restaurant? = T ]
A: While itOs true that we serve food to the public, we are far from being Q: Are my donations tax deductible?
Ojust a restaurant.O The Front Porch is a non-probt ministry organized for
the purpose of increasing fellowship, and meeting physical, emotional
and spiritual needs in our community.

A: Donations in exchange for food are not
tax deductible. If you would like to make
a tax-deductible contribution to The Front
Porch Ministries, please ask for the
manager on duty, or call Bob @
231-350-1817.

Our goal this year is to pay down the
mortgage on our building. Any donation

toward that would be tax-deductible
- |

Q: Is everyone a volunteer?

Q: Is this place owned by a church?

A: While we work closely with the area churches and other non-probt
organizations, we are a separate 501(c)3 organization.

Q: Why are there no prices on the menu?

A: We donOt have a business model, but rather a
ministry model. WeOre determined to serve the

A: To ensure consistent food quality and
health department compliance, we have
paid cooks; but the wait staff and
hosts/hostesses are volunteers. If you
choose to leave a tip in the Otip jarO up
front, it will be divided among the
volunteer staff.

whole community! The lack of bxed prices makes it
possible for us to serve everyone, including those
who are most in need.

Q: May I volunteer?

Q: How does this work?

A: Order what you like from the menu; but like mom says, A: Absolutely, just Pll out a volunteer
please order only what you can eat (we donOt like to waste
food). When youOve Pnished, please consider how much you

application.
would like to contribute to support our work. W
Your ticket will be totaled with a suggested donation listed at __

the bottom; but let your budget and conscience be your
guide. The suggested donation amounts correspond to our
ongoing costs. If you can contribute more, then the excess
will be used to provide food for those who are most in need.
If you cannot contribute the suggested donation amount,
please do what you can. If you cannot contribute anything,
we ask that you consider volunteering some time.

Q: This isn’t a “soup-kitchen,” is it?

A: No. While we do intend to provide some
nutritious meals for those in need, our
mission is much broader than that. Our
concern is for the well-being of the
community at large.

L Everyone is welcome on OThe Front PorchO
Please place your contribution in the treasure chest up front. y
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